
 

 

 
Early Years Curriculum 

 
By the end of each phase, our curriculum will enable children to have developed the following knowledge and skills, through a  

range of practical experiences and use of selected books, stories and rhymes 
Language and communication     

 Nursery Reception 

Knowledge & skills Non-negotiable experiences  Knowledge & skills Non-negotiable experiences  

Listening, Attention 
and Understanding 

 To be able to listen to and 
understand simple stories. 

 To be able to join in with repeated 
refrains. 

 To understand two part 
instructions that fit into our usual 
routine.   

 To sit and listen for a short group 
time. 

 To be able to listen to other 
children in a small group (3 or 4 
children).  

 To be able to talk about things that 
they have seen in stories. 

 Re-tell a story either from own 
experiences or a book. 

 To be able to understand “why” 
questions. 

 To learn simple “My Turn, Your 

 Higher level language 
modelled in sentences 
by staff (my turn, your 
turn) during group 
times and during 
independent play. 

 Daily story time, 
gradually building upon 
the length and 
complexity of stories.  

 A familiar routine of 
instructions.  

 Open ended 
exploratory play, 
enhanced by adult 
commentary.  

 Access to a range of 
core nursery rhymes 
during group sessions. 

 To build on prior experiences 
from Nursery year, using higher 
level language, key texts and 
simple signals. 

 Listen during whole class 
teacher input and during a 
range of different contexts eg 
visitors, assembly. 

 Understand why listening is 
important. 

 Understand and retell familiar 
stories and rhymes 

 Listens to songs and rhymes 
commenting on how they 
sound.  

 Able to follow instructions with 
at least two steps. 

 Quality conversations with 
members of staff.  

 Access to a range of texts 
during independent 
learning. 

 Staff to keep a list (display) 
of previously taught 
vocabulary to be used in 
different contexts. 

 Daily story and song times. 

 Nature explorers activities. 
 



Turn” and “Talk To Your Partner” 
signals. 

 “Book of the Week” 
texts, relating to 
children’s own 
interests and 
stimulated interests. 
Repeated reading. 

 

 Be able to ask a simple question 
of others. 

 Understand scientific 
vocabulary relating to nature 
and outdoors, e.g. seasons, 
plant growth, etc. 

Speaking  Be able to say one or two 
sentences about a past experience.  

 To be able to start a conversation 
with a familiar adult or peer. 

 Use talk to communicate with 
peers during play.   

 To begin to develop an 
understanding of a wide range of 
vocabulary and synonyms, linked to 
key texts.  

 Staff to model language 
appropriately, using 
“My Turn, your turn” 
model. 

 Staff to allow time for 
children to answer and 
talk.  

 “Book of the Week” 
texts, relating to 
children’s own 
interests and 
stimulated interests. 

 Adults to support child 
initiated play to enable 
language opportunities 
and embed new 
vocabulary. 

 Provocations and 
enhancements in areas 
to encourage 
opportunities for 
“talk”. 

 Confidently share their home 
experiences with the class bear, 
Ed Ted 

 Ask familiar adults for help 

 Use vocabulary that they have 
learned from stories. 

 Ask questions to find out 
information. 

 Give an opinion 

 Describe events in detail 

 Retell stories and rhymes 

 Articulate in well formed 
sentences. 

 To use connectives. 

 To develop social phrases. 
 
 

 Weekly Ed Ted focus time 

 Planned activities to 
extend and build upon 
learning during story time.  

 Topic ‘boxes’ – items used 
to spark critical thinking, 
giving the children 
opportunity to ask 
questions and lead 
learning.  

 Weekly show & Tell 
sessions linked to topics 
and children’s interests. 

 Staff to keep a list (word 
wall) of previously taught 
vocabulary to be used in 
different contexts. 

  

Personal, Social and Emotional Development     
 Nursery Reception 

Knowledge & skills Non-negotiable experiences  Knowledge & skills Non-negotiable experiences  

Self Regulation  Be able to listen and wait their 
turn during group times of 3-4 
children.  

 To be able to sit and listen to a 
story. 

 Remain happy and content 
throughout an average nursery 

 Daily circle times 
where children are 
encouraged to wait.  

 Use of pictures from 
home to encourage 
recall and holding of 
information ready 

 Follow routines without adult 
prompts (lining up, coming to 
the carpet, tidying up) 

 Hold onto information until it is 
their turn to talk. 

 Show patience when waiting for 
a turn of an activity 

 Class expectations or rules 
made clear and visible 

 Opportunities for 
negotiation, use of the 
restorative approach. 

 Children to be given 
responsibilities such as 
‘helping hand’ to take on 



day 

 Begin to accept that things 
don’t always go their way 

 Develop a sense of 
responsibility 

 Learning to find solutions to 
conflicts with adult  mediation 
as required 

 

to share with 
others.  

 To wash 
outdoor/indoor toys 
during Forest Fun 
Fridays. 

 Opportunities for 
pretend play to 
allow children to 
focus their thinking 
and regulate their 
behaviour around 
others.  

 Bounce back and move forward 
after difficulties 

 Show respect for adults, 
children, and resources 

 Follow class rules 

 Know that some behaviour is 
unacceptable 

 Use their knowledge of right and 
wrong to control their actions 

 Express their feelings and 
consider the feelings of others 

responsibilities.  

 Consequences/ making 
things right if undesirable 
behaviour is observed. 

  Use of  sun, cloud and 
rainbow chart to visualise 
behaviour choices. 

  Stickers and messages 
home to reward positive 
choices 

 To wash outdoor/indoor 
toys during Forest Fun 
Fridays. 

 Use of dialogic  story time 
to discuss feelings in books 

 
 

Manging self  Take a lead in their own play 

 Speak to the group during circle 
times 

 Be able to put on their own coat 

 Attend to their own toileting 
needs, washing their hands 
after 

 Begin to understand that some 

foods are healthy and some 

foods are best as occasional 

treats. 

 Select and use resources to 
support independent play 

 Well laid out, 
familiar 
environment. 
Environment 
changes should be 
small and explained 
to the children.  

 Reminders to wash 

hands before snack 

and after outdoor 

play and discuss 

why this is 

important 

 Conversations daily 
over the lunch 
period about 
healthy choices.  

 Continuous 
provision which 
enables 
independent 
learning through 

 Confidently share their home 
experiences with the class bear, 
Ed Ted 

 Organise their own learning 
resources (e.g. get out 
whiteboard and pen without the 
need for a prompt) 

 Understand the importance of 
physical activity 

 Are able to select healthy foods 

 Understand the importance of 
sleep.  

 Know a bit about why too much 
time on an Ipad is not healthy.  

 

 Familiar routines to be 
established from the 
very beginning 

 Weekly PE lessons 

 Planned sessions on 
keeping healthy.  

 Presentations by school 
nurse on teeth brushing 
and hand washing and 
rest 

 Regular handwashing at 
key points in the day  

 Continuous provision 
which enables 
independent learning 
through play  

 



play 

Building 
Relationships 

 Happy and settled in the 
nursery environment  

 Comfortable around familiar 
staff 

 Able to take turns of resources 
with children who are engaged 
in the same activity  

 Able to begin to resolve conflict 
with adult support 

 

 Settling in sessions 

 Key worker system 
 

 Play well with other children 
indoors and outdoors 

 Include other children in their 
play, taking account of their 
feelings 

 Resolve simple conflicts 

 Understand the concept of 
bullying and know that it is 
unacceptable 

 

 Settling in sessions 

 Key worker system 

 Weekly PSE circle times, 
using class bear to help us 
discuss our feelings and 
those of others 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Physical Development     
 Nursery Reception 

Knowledge & skills Non-negotiable experiences  Knowledge & skills Non-negotiable experiences  

Gross Motor Skills  

 Climb up stairs of the climbing 
frame unaided. 

 Hop 

 Stand on one leg. 

 Remember a sequence of 
movements. 

 Negotiate space, taking control 
of their own risks, e/g choosing 
whether to walk or run over a 
plank.  

 Move larger pieces of 
equipment, e.g crates. 

  

 Encourage different 
ways of moving 
through use of 
transitions. E.g lets 
hop, tip toe, jump to 
the shoe trolley. 
Planned activities to 
be incorporated 
later in the year.  

 Well planned 
outdoor 
construction areas. 

 Gravel area 
enhanced with large 
scale resources. 

 Children to make up 
their own dance 
routines via games 
such as ‘what can 
you do?’  

 Teacher led gross 
motor movement as 
children arrive daily 

 Children will be able to be able to 
sit at a table with good posture. 

 Move at varying speeds and 
directions 

 Demonstrate co-ordination, 
balance and agility.  

 Climb confidently outside 

 Throw, catch, kick, pass and bat a 
ball 

 

 Clear expectations and 
modelling during 
teacher led times 

 Appropriate equipment 
such as suitable chairs 
and table height 

 Planned PE sessions 

 Use of the extensive 
outdoor provision. 

 Dough disco and 
squiggle while you 
wiggle sessions daily at 
the start of the year 

 

Fine Motor Skills  Be able to make snips in paper 

 Be able to use tripod grip when 
holding pens and pencils 

 Be able to eat their lunch with a 
knife and fork (may not be held 
correctly) 

 Be able to  put on coat 
independently 

 Access to scissors 

 Planned fine motor 
activities such as 
tweezer games 

 Knives and forks in 
home corner 

 Fastening practice 

 Use a range of tools such as 
pens, pencils, scissors and cutlery 
with confidence 

 Be able to form taught letters 
correctly 

 Show control when manipulating 
small objects  

 Be able to dress and undress 

 Access to scissors 

 Planned fine motor 
activities such as 
tweezer games 

 Knives and forks in 
home corner 

 Appropriate pencils to 
write with, triangular or 



 To begin to write some 
recognisable letters 

 

independently for PE and fasten 
own coat  

grips.  

 Time allowed to become 
independent in dressing 
/ undressing 

 

 

Literacy    

Reading & 
Writing 

Nursery Reception 

Knowledge & skills Non-negotiable experiences  Knowledge & skills Non-negotiable experiences  

Word Reading 
(phonological 
awareness & 
phonics) 

 Be able to hear and distinguish between 
sounds around them and begin to 
replicate sounds 

 Distinguish between speech sounds and 
non-speech sounds 

 Clap out syllables in compound words 

 Begin to hear words that sound nearly 
the same (rhyme) and those which 
sound different 

 Begin to orally blend and segment- 
hearing initial end sounds in simple 
words 

 Use music area to explore 
sounds 

 Know  a wide selection of 
rhymes & books/stories  

  Book area with carefully 
selected quality texts 

 Story time every day 

 Home school- library 
liaison 

 Know relationship between grapheme 
phoneme correspondence 

 Recognise medial and end sounds using 
graphemes  

 Blend and segment words 

 Read simple captions/ sentences without 
blending every word 

 Recognise on sight some common 

irregular words 

 Identify rhymes and alliteration and join 

in with rhyming  patterns 

 Identify start and end of a sentence 

 

 Know the following rhymes & 
books/stories 

 Phonic scheme- group/class 
direct teaching activities 

 Continuous provision to 
promote and support reading 

 Book area with carefully 
selected quality texts 

 Story time every day 

 Home school- library liaison 

 Weekly teacher led writing 
activity 

 Opportunities for independent 
writing within the setting 

 
 
 
 

Comprehension   Have a range of favourite/familiar 
stories 

 Talk about favourite characters and 
simple plot of stories 

 Use books purposefully, retelling stories 
according to pictures, making simple 
predictions 

 Understands that print means 
something and relays a 
message/event/story etc 

 Understand and follow simple 
instructions 

 Retell stories/events - picking out main 
characters and events coherently 

 Understand characters and settings 
within familiar stories and adapt in 
alternative texts 

 Create own plots/events and begin to 
record  

 Use simple non-fiction books and 
information platforms to retrieve 
information 

 Make basic predictions 

 Demonstrate understanding when 
talking with others about what has been 
read 

  



Handwriting 
(fine motor skills 
-physical 
development) 

 Have increasing shoulder, elbow and 
wrist pivot control when manipulating 
small tools 

 Make controlled marks 
o Left to right 
o Up and down 
o Clockwise 
o Anticlockwise 
o Cross over marks 

 Write own name, beginning to form 
letters correctly 

  

Wrist pivot development & 
finger work 
- Daily dough disco  
- Finger rhymes 
- Rolling playdough  
- Using thick pens, chalks 

and mark making 
implements  

- Making snips in paper with 
scissors 

- Beginning to cut along 
straight lines with scissors 

- Access to name cards in 

learning areas 

 

 Have increasing dynamic tripod grip 
control when using writing tools 

 Form letters correctly-  
o Long tall letters 
o Curly letters 
o Robot letters 

 Form words and begin to space to create 
captions and readable sentences which 
can be read by themselves and others 

 identify start and end of a sentence 

 Write name with correct upper and 
lower case letters 

 

Dynamic tripod development 
- Threading beads 
- Pegs and peg boards 
- Using tweezers 
- Copy shapes using a variety of 

media 
- Forming letter shapes 

independently 
- Use scissors to cut fringes, 

circles and spirals, on lines, 
curves and circles 

- Handwriting practise  
 

 

Mathematics     
 Nursery Reception 

Knowledge & skills Non-negotiable experiences  Knowledge & skills Non-negotiable experiences  

Number  Know and take part in number 
songs such as 5 little speckled 
frogs,5 little ducks and 5 little 
men in a flying saucer.  

 Count from 1-10 

 Use a range of vocabulary to 
compare quantities such as 
more and less.  

 Subitise up to 3 

 Can count 5 small objects in a 
row 

 Recognise numerals to 5 
 
 

 Join in with counting 
songs & rhymes 

 Join in with daily 
counting of  how many 
children are in nursery 

 Join in with problem 

solving activities 

connected with 

number 

 Activities connected 
to current learning 

 Count objects on a 5 
frame 

 

 Count objects , actions & sounds 

 Understand numbers 1 -10  

 Count beyond 10  

 Order numbers to 10 

 Compare quantities 

 Subitise  to 5 

 Recall number bonds to 10  

 Link numerals to value 
 Compare numbers, including 

‘equal to’ 
 Say one more /one less than 

numbers to at least 10 

 

 Daily adult led Maths 
lesson 

 Play Maths games  both 
digital and  concrete 

 Join in with counting songs 
and rhymes  

 Use numicon and other 
resources to explore the 
composition of numbers 

 Use part whole models to 
represent numbers 

Calculation  Be able to find a total by combining 
two groups (within 5) 

 Begin to  explore 1 more /1 less 

Join in with problem solving 

activities connected with 

number 
Activities connected to current 
learning 

 Add and subtract two single digit 

numbers 

 Count on / back to find the answer 

 Combining two parts to make a 

 Use concrete objects and 
then a numberline to 
support calculations 

 Use of questioning to 
promote deeper thinking 



 whole - part whole model 

 Starting at bigger number and 

counting on using  cubes / number 

line 

 Regrouping to make 10 using tens 

frame 

 Recognising and making equal 

groups 

 Sharing objects into equal groups 

 Solving mathematical 
problems within the 
context of play 

 

Shape, Space, 
Measures 

 Have an awareness of shape, 
size and weight, using 
vocabulary such as bigger and 
smaller, high and low, heavy and 
light.  

 Make a simple arrangement.  

 Talk about the properties of 
shape, straight, round, pointy. 

 Able to find objects following 
instructions involving positional 
language 

 Select appropriate shapes 
during creative play 

  
 

Ordering objects by size 
Pouring and filling 
Access to water area and large 
scale water play outdoors.  
Play in construction area 
 

 Know that shapes can have more 
shapes within them. 

 Continue, copy & create 
repeating patterns  

 Name some common 3d shapes and 
recognise these in the environment 

 Begin to use simple mathematical 
language to describe shapes 

 Developing awareness of the 
passage of time 

 Use language connected with 
money 

 Use comparative language of length, 
weight and capacity 

 Opportunities to explore 
mass, capacity length and 
height using non standard 
units of measure 

 Structured daily routines 
to help develop a concept 
of time. 

 Role play shops and café  
with opportunities to use 
money., scales , containers 
of different sizes 

 Exploring properties of 
shape through 
construction  area  and 
adult led activities 

 Copying, continuing and 
creating repeating 
patterns of increasing 
complexity 

 

 

Understanding the World     
People and 

Communities, 
The World 

Nursery Reception 

Knowledge & skills Non-negotiable experiences  Knowledge & skills Non-negotiable experiences  

Geographical 
Language 
Street, road, path, 
zebra crossing, 
church, shop, cafe, 

Talk about and have experience of the direct 
world around them-  

 their home 

 their family & friends 

Visiting: 
- aspects of the school 

building 
- school outdoor areas 

Compare, contrast and record/make 
representations of the world around them   

 their home/school in comparison to 
other places- and where they are 

Revisiting: 
- aspects of the school building 
- school outdoor areas 
- school woodland 



doctors, hospital, 
dentist, vets, house, 
map, hill, river, 
stream, beach, sea, 
trees, plants, pond. 
World, country, 
travel, plane, car, 
boat, bus, walk. 
 
near, far, nearly the 
same, different, long 
way, close by 
 
UK, England, 
Edmondsley, 
London 

 their school 

 where they like to play 

 places near them that they have 
visited 

 how they get around- to school- 
other personal journeys/routes 

 what happens outside in different 
seasons 

- noting simple observations, similarities 
and differences; how places feel, smell, 
look- predicting what will be found in 
different places and making simple 
representations of their observations  

- school woodland 
- local shops 
- park 
- creating a shared time 

zone- depicting seasonal 
change 

- Visit Fyndoune Farm 
 
During these experiences the 
focus will be on developing 
familiarity and language  
 
  

 the forest area and river 

 specific people in the community 
and comparison to other contrasting 
communities  

 Locational understanding through 
specific representations- google 
maps, linear journey maps etc 

 Knowing places- Edmondsley, 
Durham,  England 

- Changes according to season and 
growth-what impact it has on us and 
predicting what seasonal changes may 
happen next 

- local shops 
- Park 
 
Visiting 
- Forest school/larger woodland 

& river 
- Church 
- contrasting area eg beach, city 
- Hall hill farm, 
During these experiences the focus 
will be comparing areas in greater 
detail and recording differences in a 
range of ways- comparison of 
Edmondsley to South Shields  

Historical 
Language 
Old- new, , old-
young 
yesterday, today, 
tomorrow,                                                 
the day after that, 
before, after, next, 
last, past, present, 
future 
time, lifecycle, 
same/different, 
once upon a time,  
long ago, evidence, 
artefact. 

Talk about and have experience of  

 themselves- how they have 
grown/changed – what they can do now 

 birthdays 

 their family- generations 

 seasonal and natural changes on a 
simple timeline 

 lifecycles 

 night day  

 yesterday, today, tomorrow 

 old & new objects 

 noting simple observations, similarities 
and differences; how things/people feel, 
smell, look- predicting what might have 
happened earlier, later and making 
simple representations of their 
observations 

Visit from 
- a grandparent 
- a new baby 
 
Class daily timetable timeline 
Life cycle of frogs/chicks 
 
,  

Compare, contrast, predict and record/make 
representations of people, things and 
changes around them   

 sequencing and ordering familiar events 

 note specific changes with age and 
growth 

 know seasons of year and changes in 
outdoor area 

 use weekly visual timetable & begin 
timeline of own life/school year 

 at least 3 historical figures relevant to 

the children based on their interests 

 Using sources, artefacts and stories to 

compare and contrast between then and 

now 

 night and day in relation to simple 

o’clock times 

- Visit to museum/Beamish 
- Handling of specific artefacts 
- Lifecycle of butterfly 
- Weekly and yearly visual 

timetables 

Understanding the World     
People and 

Communities, 
The World 

Nursery Reception 

Knowledge & skills Non-negotiable experiences  Knowledge & skills Non-negotiable experiences  

Scientific 
Language 
Animals, plants, 
grow, flower, water, 
sunlight, seed, root, 
stem. Lifecycle, 

Talk about and have experience of: 
the direct natural world around them-  

 Plants, trees, animals and minibeasts 
in the outdoor and woodland area  

 Habitats of surrounding 

Access daily to natural outdoor 
learning space 
 
Visiting areas to observe 
plants/animals- 

Observe, compare, contrast, predict, 
hypothesise and record/make 
representations of: 
 The natural world around them   

 Identify plants, trees, animals and 

- Experience of a woodland area 
over time through forest school 
sessions 

- Visiting contrasting area -beach, 
river 



change 
Skeleton, skull,  
 
identified body 
parts and materials,  
 
hot, cold, freeze, 
melt,  
Healthy, unhealthy 
foods, sugar, 
vegetables, fruit, 
teeth, hygiene, 
wash, germs, 

wildlife/minibeasts 

 Planting and growing  

 Petals and leaves, buds 

 changes to leaves across the seasons 

 pets, farm animals and wild animals 

 lifecycles of frog and chicken 

 keeping healthy- self care and looking 
after plants/animals 

Properties and materials around them 

 different materials-simple 
observations and comparisons 

 changes – hot/cold,  

 light & dark 

- natural areas in school 
grounds 

- local woodland 
- park 
- local farm 
 
Visits from- 
- school nurse/HV 
 
Lifecycle experiences- 
- frogspawn – frogs 
- eggs-chicks 

minibeasts 

 Using simple keys and tally charts 

 Identify specific human body, animal 
and plant parts & talk about functions 

 The five senses 

 Contrasting habitats 

 Growth and harvest cycle 

 Looking at ways to help their local 
environment & wider world 

 Healthy Vs unhealthy 
Properties, materials and forces  

 Differences between man-made and 
natural materials 

 Floating, sinking,  

 Magnetism 

 Electricity & light 

- Butterfly lifecycle 
- Planting vegetables, nurturing 

and harvesting 
 

Religious & 
Cultural 
Language  
Same different 
respect, celebrate, 
festival, religion, 
God, believe, 
church, mosque, 
temple, Christianity, 
Islam, Hinduism, 
pray, religious 
books (e.g. bible, 
Quaran), nativity, 
weddings, 
christening, family, 
Halloween, Easter 

Talk about and have experience of: 

 Routines, celebrations and 
experiences in own family life 

 Special celebrations baptism, harvest, 
divali, Christmas, Easter 

 Comparison of family life & 
celebrations within nursery 
community and local community 

 Special people- not everyone is the 
same visit from a grandparent a mum 
and new baby, lolipop lady, school 
nurse, child from Y6 

  

- Provision celebrating local 
culture & beliefs 

- birthday 
- Wider cultural 

enhancements-role play 
stories etc 

- baptism 

Compare, contrast and record/make 
representations of people & beliefs  

 Special buildings – places of worship 

 Special times- religious festivals 
Harvest, Remembrance, Christmas , 
Easter, Shabat 

 special books  

 Stories Jesus told 

  

 Weekly adult led RE activity 

 Visit  to Specific place of worship 
- the local church 

 Observe and take part in special 
festivals I& celebrations - 
harvest, Christmas Easter 

  

 

Design & Technology            
Design & 

Technology 

Nursery Reception 

Knowledge & skills Non-negotiable experiences  Knowledge & skills Non-negotiable experiences  

Designing 
Language 
Design, make, 
build, create, plan, 
map, vocab about 
materials/producst 
 

Focus on exploration and talk 

 Use senses to explore a wide range of 
familiar products.  

 Take simple products apart and talk 
about their parts and how they work.  

- Tinker table to explore 
mechanisms and products 

- Block area and large outdoor 
construction 

  

 Talk about what has been done/made in 
simple terms. 

 Talk about and/or use construction 
materials, pictures and words to plan 
and design. (designing does not 

- Design station (in workshop 
area) 

- Construction area both indoors 

and out with ocasional 

challenges  set 



 Talk about and/or use construction 
materials, pictures and words to plan 
and design. (designing does not 
necessarily entail drawing) 

necessarily entail drawing) -  

Constructing 
Language 
cut, fold, join, fix, 
structure, wall, 
tower,, weak, 
strong, base, top, 
underneath, side, 
edge, surface, 
thinner, thicker, 
corner, point, 
straight, curved, 
metal, wood, 
plastic, circle, 
triangle, square, 
rectangle, cuboid, 
cube, cylinder,  

 Use the senses to explore and talk 
about materials. 

 Use simple tools and materials with 
support 

 Engage in simple cutting, shaping and 
joining activities using scissors, glue, 
and masking tape. Manipulate 
materials effectively for simple 
exploration 

 Explore using/holding basic tools such 
as a saw and hammer 

 Explore moving vehicles through play 

 Construct with a purpose in mind 

 User paper and card to make simple 
flaps and hinges 

 Explore range of joining and fixing 
materials and select according to 
particular purpose 

 Roll paper and card to form a tube.  

 Add paper and card shapes to products.  

 Apply simple finishes e.g. paint, PVA 
glue glaze.  

 Follow procedures for safety and 
hygiene.  
 

Evaluating 
Language 
evaluate, idea, 
worked well, 
purpose, review 

 Say what they do and don’t like about 
items they have made and attempt to 
say why. 

 Begin to talk about their design as 
they develop and talk about the good 
and bad points. 

 Begin to evaluate against original 
purpose through talk 

 Begin to record findings and evaluations 
individually, in pairs, in a group eg. 
These materials and methods work well 
to join card 

Food & 
cooking 
Language  
fruit and vegetable 
names, names of 
equipment and 
utensils 
sensory 
vocabulary 
e.g.soft, juicy, 
crunchy, sweet, 
sticky, smooth, 
sharp, crisp, sour, 
hard, skin, seed, 
pip, core, slice, 
peel, 
cut, 
squeeze,healthy 
diet, ,ingredients. 
recipe 

Talk about and have experience of: 

 Range of cooking activities, beginning 
to develop a food vocabulary using 
taste, smell, texture, taste and feel. 

 Familiar food products e.g. fruit and 
vegetables. 

 Some of the tools, techniques and 
processes involved in cooking add 
specifics 

 Start to think about the need for a 
variety of foods in diet.  

 Begin to work safely and hygienically  

- Regular cooking activities and 
free 
experimentation/exploration 

- Growing and Harvesting 
garden 

 Stir, mix, knead, pour and blend 
independently during cooking activities.  

 Select utensils independently for 
cooking activities 

 Discuss ingredients, utensils and 
method while cooking and begin to 
record in simple ways 

 Make predictions and estimates 

 Select and measure ingredients 

 Use equipment safely with increasing 
independence 

- Regular cooking activities and 
free experimentation & 
exploration 

- Outdoor cooking through Forest 
School – open fire 

- Growing and Harvesting garden 

Computing   -   Remove this ?   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Expressive Arts & Design      
Being 
imaginative  

Nursery Reception 

Knowledge & skills Non-negotiable experiences  Knowledge & skills Non-negotiable experiences  



  Remember and recall events 

 Talk about things they cannot see 

 Copy others 

 Express own preferences 

 Re-enact experiences from their lives  

 Build simple stories using props and 
resources 

 Retell some simple known stories using 
props and resources 

 Talk about what they like and don’t like 

 Create simple representations of 
experiences/events using any media 

 Dressing up related to 

learning 

 Performing in stage area 

 Acting out domestic 

play through access to 

home corner with 

current learning 

enhancements 

 Act out simple stories as part of a group 

  

Opportunities for role 

play within the setting 

Play with small world to 

develop storylines 

 

Creating 
with 
Materials 

Nursery Reception 

Knowledge & skills Non-negotiable experiences Knowledge & skills Non-negotiable experiences 

Drawing  
Mark making & 
painting skill 
pencil, wax, chalk, 
ink, pen, brushes 

 Hold & manipulate a variety of mark 
making, drawing and painting tools -  

 Use marks to tell a story  

 Investigate different lines  

 Explore different textures -experimenting 
with mark making to illustrate these 

 Make increasingly obvious 
representational drawings ie. Person 
includes visible parts of body- head, body, 
arms, legs etc 

 Explore different types of paint; powder 
paint, textured paint, water colours, finger 
paints and poster paint. 

- Use of sticks, pencils, 
coloured pencils, 
crayons, pens, pastel, 
chalk as drawing tools, 
brushes 

 Use range of drawing/painting tools for 
particular purpose 

 Control lines to create shapes and specific 
patterns  

 Use variety of thicknesses for different 
purposes 

 Use drawings & specific symbols to tell stories 

 Make increasingly accurate drawings with 
more detail with linked objects/figures/spaces 

 Express and represent a range of feelings and 
emotions in response to different stimulus and 
experiences 

 Make 2d and 3d representations 

 Chose for a particular purpose in design 

 Invent design and adapt new things 

  

- Observational drawing 
sessions using variety of 
tools 

Colour 
pigment – paint, 
inks, pastels, dyes 
etc and tools to 
apply colour – 
brushes, sponges, 
straws etc 

 Experiment with and use primary colours 
– permeant paint station 

 Name primary colours 

 Colour mix (not formal) – using range of 
media 

 Explore how colours can be changed and 
begin to use vocabulary such as light, 
dark, colour names, change. 

- Paint station 
- Photograph colour 

walks 
 

 Classify shades of colour & find collections of 

different shades of blues, purples etc 

 Mix paints to make a new colour – permeant  

 

- Adult led sessions to teach 

children how to mix 

colours they want to 

represent  

- Paint mixing station as 
the year progresses 



 Learn the names of different tools that 
bring colour  

 Use a range of tools to make coloured 
marks on paper  

  

Texture 
collage, weaving, 
threads, fibre, 
fabrics, surfaces, 
wood, clay 

 Handle, manipulate, sort and enjoy using 
materials 

 Create simple collages, using paper, pasta, 
beans and larger tactile things.  

 Select, sort, tear and glue items down  
 

- Large scale weaving 
experiences 

- Creative craft station 
supporting simple 
sewing/weaving 

- Hammer and nails in 
woodwork bench 

 Select materials to depict more accurate 
representation of texture 

 Sort according to texture & specific qualities 

 Manipulate materials to weave and sew 
 

- Simple loom weaving with 
range of materials- 
willow, paper, ribbon etc 

-  Simple sewing  
- Cutting wood safely and 

joining for desired 
purpose 

Form  
3D experience, rigid 
and malleable 
materials 

 Handling, feeling, enjoying and 
manipulating a range of materials 
including- glupe, dough, cornflour, clay 

 Constructing and building simple objects 
using a range of media and materials 

 Pulling apart and reconstructing 

 Shaping and modelling from observation 
and imagination. 

 Impress and apply simple decoration. 

 Simple language created through 
discussion of feel, size, look, smell etc  

 Looking at buildings and form of 
places/objects in environment 

  

- Loose parts/creative 
station 

- Sand 
- Block area 
- Outdoor construction 

 Manipulate clay and dough with greater 
precision and form, using tools to manipulate, 
cut, carve, join and indent 

 Use both hands and tools to build 

 Cut desired shapes using scissors 

 Know a variety of effective ways to safely join 
paper/cardboard fabric, wood and large 
construction materials 

 Workshop space  

 Block area and small 
construction 

 Large scale construction 

Printing  Make rubbings showing a range of 
textures and patterns. 

 Take print from object: leaf, hand, onion, 
feet, junk, bark, modelling clay etc. 

 Produce simple pictures/patterns by 
printing objects. 

 Imprint onto a range of textures – 
newspaper, coloured paper, plain paper, 
into clay and dough etc. 

 Print with block colours 

- Print shape of objects 
natural materials found 
in environment 

 Create patterns and pictures by printing from 
objects using more than one colour.  

 Produce printed repeating patterns 

 Develop impressed images with some added 
pencil or decorative detail. 
 

- Adult led activities using 

natural and man made 

materials 

Pattern  Notice patterns in the world around them 

 Imitate and create own simple patterns 
using concrete objects, 

 bead threading patterns 

 Simple symmetry  

- Threading station 
- Transient art station 

with loose parts 

 Make irregular painting patterns based on real 
life – i.e. printing the skin of a 
tiger/zebra/cheetah 

 Make more complex repeating patterns 
 

- Threading station 
- Transient art station with 

loose parts 



 Make simple line patterns and explore 
shapes within them 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Expressive Arts & Design  
Music & 

Performance 

Nursery Reception 

Knowledge & skills Non-negotiable experiences  Knowledge & skills Non-negotiable experiences  



Hearing and 
Listening 

Talk about and describe  (in simple terms)  

 the sound instruments can make ie. 
scratchy, soft 

 instruments and pieces of music, eg 
Create: 

 own sounds using variety of 
instruments (and talk about them) 

 visual representation of sounds 

 a match from music to 
pictures/visual resource 

 mark making to specific sounds or 
 

- Range of musical instruments 
within Music/Performance 
area  

- adult led music sessions 
- Exposure to different genres 

of music  for example 
- African drumming 
- Indian folk 

 Think abstractly about music and 
expresses this physically or verbally 

 Distinguish between and describe 
changes in music 

 Compare pieces of music, 

 Associate genres of music with 
characters and stories. 

 Accurately anticipate changes in 
music 
 

- Range of musical instruments  
and genres of music within 
Music/Performance area  

- adult led music sessions 
- Exposure to different genres of 

music – through Charanga 
scheme 

Vocalising and 
Singing 

 Create his or her own songs, often 
with a real sense of structure, eg a 
beginning and an end. 

 Sing an entire song 

 Merge elements of familiar songs 
with improvised singing. 

 Create sounds in vocal sound games. 

 Change some or all of the words of a 
song. 

 Has strong preference for songs he 
or she likes to sing and/or listen to. 

- Performance area 
- Nursery rhyme/song box 
- Singing throughout the day 
- Adult led- song/rhyme 

teaching time 
- Know a variety of songs by 

end of nursery. 

- Match pitch, ie reproduces with his 
or her voice the pitch of a tone sung by 
another. 

- Sing the melodic shape (moving 
melody, eg up and down, down & up) 
of familiar songs. 

- Sing entire songs. 
- Enjoy performing, solo and or in 

groups. 
- Internalise music, eg sings songs inside 

head. 

 Singing throughout the day 

 Adult led- song/rhyme teaching 
time 

 Know the following additional 
songs by end of reception – see 
Charanga scheme of work for 
Reception 

Moving and 
Dancing 

- Clap or tap to the pulse of the music 
he or she is listening to. 

- Clap or tap to the pulse of the song 
he or she is singing. 

- Physically interpret the sound of 
instruments, eg tiptoes to the sound 
of a xylophone. 

- Physically imitate the actions of 
musicians,eg pretends to play the 
trumpet, piano, guitar 

- Performance area- with 
range of musical genres and 
tempos 

- Move appropriately to the sound of 
instruments 

- Combine moving, singing and playing 
instruments 

- Move in time to the pulse of the music 
being listened to and physically 
respond to changes in the music 

- Replicate familiar choreographed 
dances  

- Choreograph own dances to familiar 
music, 
 

 Performance area- with range of 
musical genres and tempos 

 Planned adult led sessions in PE  

Exploring and 
Playing 

 Add sound effects to stories using 
instruments. 

 Lead or be led by other children in 
their music making, ie being a 
conductor. 

 Listen and respond to others in 
pair/group music making. 

- Performance area- with 
range of musical 
instruments, genres of music 
and devices for playing music 

- Adult led phonological 
development sessions 

 Create music based on a theme eg 
creates the sounds of the seaside. 

 Find and record sounds using 
recording devices. 

 Play instruments (including imaginary 
ones) to match the structure of 
the music,  

 Performance area- with range of 
musical instruments, genres of 
music and devices for playing 
music 

 Adult led phonological 
development sessions 

 Taking part in live performances 



 Operate equipment such as CD 
players, MP3 players, handheld 
devices, keyboards. 

 Play instruments with control to play 
loud/quiet, (dynamics), fast/slow 
(tempo). 

 Show control to hold and play 
instruments to produce a musical 
sound 

 

 Keep a steady beat whilst playing 
instruments  

 Tap rhythms to accompany words 

 Create rhythms using instruments and 
body percussion. 

 Play along to the beat, rhythm in music 
they are listening to  

within class and also to a wider 
audienc eg Chritmas nativity 
play, class assembly 

 


